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and excessive discrepancies. Comic caricature. Corresponds with the
melodramatic on the tragic plane; but seems more capable of artistic
treatment.

STYLE: (a) fashion, mode: styles in architecture and decoration; (b)
including the fasting fashion (in style, out of style); (c) personal
mode of expression: consistency revealing personality: "Le style,
c'est Thomme meme" (Buffon).

STYLIST: one who willfully displays personal tricks of expression, and
sins against the great commandment: "Art consists in concealing art."

SUBJECT: cf. Elements.

SYMBOLISM: attempt to express (or adumbrate) the unutterable. In its
fullness: belief in secret harmony between sign and thing signified;
thus differs from Allegory, which implies no such belief. Kinship
with Mysticism.

SYMBOLIST: Movement, chiefly 1880-1900. Usually connotes vague-
ness (or the esoteric and cryptic); and unjustly associated with
Decadentism,

SYNCRETISM; a philosophy(?) or a state of mind admitting incon-
gruous elements. In Eclecticism, there is at least an attempt to unify
or harmonize the heterogeneous (although the result is frequently
mere syncretism). Synonym: Hodgepodge. Usually unconscious, thus
incurable* The dominant "philosophy"; also called Collectionism
and (by Irving Babbitt) Confusionism.

TACT; the anticipation and avoidance of conflict; out of prudence and/or
kindness*

TASTE: (a) individual, spontaneous reaction of like or dislike; (b) a
manifestation of personality: consistency in selection, as style is con-
sistency in expression; (c) collective likes and dislikes (determining
fashions and styles); (d) "good" taste: conformity with taste of a
selected group, joining the right club, and not offending your fellow
members.

TECHNIQUE: art in practical sense, i.e., the way of doing a thing
(implies consciousness, and usually training: a fortuitous achievement
is not a triumph of technique). In literature: the tricks of the trade.
Should be concealed (cf. Stylist).

THEME, THESIS, TONE: cf. Elements.

TRADITION: not all that is transmitted from the past to the present,
but only that which enjoys historical frestige (i.e., authority or in-
fluence accepted uncrtoicttty). A tradition submitted to fearless criti-
cism disappears as a tradition, but may survive as a reasonable, perma-
nent value, Admiration for the classics should not be a tradition.

TRAGIC: cf, Spirits.